
Stafford County Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) 
Meeting Minutes of 05 January 2012 

 

Attendees: 

Name Email Phone 

Barbara Platt (Facilitator) bplatt@staffordschools.net 540-658-6508 

Tara Taffera (Chair) ttaffera@yahoo.com 540-657-5338 

Angela Lundy amlundy@comcast.net 540-720-2061 

Dianne Devito dianne@stargazersfield.com 540-623-7585 

Brian Alden Brian@job.com 540-374-1065 

Joyce Resh (PRC) (Secretary) jresh@staffordschools.net 540-658-6710 

Rebecca Leggitt (PRC) bleggitt@staffordschools.net 540-658-6710 

Jeff Spinnanger jps1515@gmail.com  

Jenny Fain (dRC) jfain@cildrc.org 540-373-2559 

Shanon Vella (Consultant) vellash@staffordschools.net 540-658-6300 

Hendrikus de Jager hdejager@family-ymca.org 540-288-3945 

 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in room 15 of the PDC by Chairperson Tara Taffera. 

Member introductions were made. 

 

The December minutes were approved and sent to Shelly Vest on January 6
th

 for posting to the 

website. 

 

The revised parental comment procedure was approved and Mrs. Taffera will send to Mrs. Platt; 

new approved bylaws will be printed for distribution at the February meeting. 

 

There was no public in attendance and no public comment or concerns. 

 

Barbara Platt provided follow-up to last month‟s parental concerns. She personally contacted the 

parent who had concerns about paraprofessional training and Wendy Martin-Johnson called the 

parent who had some questions/concerns regarding her child‟s alternate assessment. Both concerns 

were resolved. 

 

Mrs. Platt reiterated that the parental comment/concern form was not easily accessible online as 

was previously mentioned and that she was working with Mrs. Cottingim to have this form linked 

directly to the SEAC page.  

 

Becca Leggitt shared about the Region 3 Parent Resource Center VDOE $5,000 grant project. 

SEAC members were given an opportunity to examine a sample of the Special Education file folder 

packets that were created and provided to designees at a designee meeting earlier in the year. They 

are given to parents at initial eligibility meetings. An idea was presented by a committee member 

about the PRC hosting a workshop on file/record keeping or the creation of a single information 

sheet that could be handed out to ALL families of children receiving special education services. 

The PRC appreciates any ideas and suggestions. 

 

The PRC also shared about a disability awareness training they provided in December to approx 15 

YMCA staff members and spoke about a disability resource and vendor event that will be taking 

place on March 10
th

 at Chancellor High School in Spotsylvania County. This event, titled “Oh, The 

Places You Will Go”, is co-sponsored by the Spotsy SEAC and FACT (Fredericksburg Area 

Council on Transition).  
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Jenny Fain from the drc (disAbility Resource Center) passed out fliers for their upcoming events. 

She also shared that eight Stafford students in her youth group were scheduled to visit the Stafford 

County Courthouse & Government Center where they would have the opportunity to learn about 

local government.   

 

Shanon Vella shared briefly about her ability to utilize her mother‟s old hearing aides and asked the 

committee if they were aware of any hearing aide donation programs. It was suggested that she 

contact Arva Priola at the disAbility resource center and this was reiterated by Mrs. Taffera as she 

had recently met Ms. Priola. Tara shared that she was willing to come and give a presentation. 

Joyce Resh suggested a workshop forum apart from a SEAC meeting. Mrs. Taffera would be in 

touch with the PRC about this.  

 

Jeff Spinnanger had spoken to a parent from Drew Middle School who was helping to organize a 

PTA/Family event. He would provide further information to the PRC about their possible 

involvement.  

 

Mrs. Taffera shared that SEAC member Jeanine Rosado was resigning from the committee and 

asked Mrs. Platt how this vacancy in the George Washington District would be filled. It was asked if 

a SEAC representative had to live within the district they were appointed to. It was also noted that 

there are at-large positions open but the vacant district positions must be filled first. 

 

Mrs. Platt provided follow-up to a question regarding the addition of SEAC information to school 

newsletters. The schedule is sent to schools electronically in September for the year and then ½ 

page fliers are delivered monthly to the schools in hard copy. Information regarding SEAC 

presentations can be added to the reverse side of the ½ page flier. Mrs. Taffera will provide the info 

to Mrs. Platt two weeks prior to the SEAC meeting. 

 

The committee had a brief discussion about sub-committees, to include awards, annual 

plan/budget, outreach, and paraprofessional. One question was whether or not to include a specific 

SEAC para sub-committee since there is already a Stafford Schools para training committee. 

Members were reminded that it was previously agreed on that Mr. Spinnanger would be the SEAC 

liaison to the county committee. Mrs. Platt reiterated that there is already a 70 hour 

paraprofessional training model ready to go and that the underlying issue remained lack of funding. 

Dr. Clark has already asked for an additional $10,000 (to total $20,000) for paraprofessional 

training in the 2012-2013 school year. 

 

Mrs. Platt will give a presentation at the February meeting on Stafford County‟s procedure for 

addressing suspensions, expulsions, and manifestation determinations. An invitation to parents will 

be included on the back side of the ½ page flier that will be distributed to families.  

 

Brian Alden was asked to explain how the budget/annual plan sub-committee worked in the past. 

There was committee discussion and Mr. Spinnanger was specifically concerned about the budget 

topic. Mrs. Platt would check with Dr. Clark about presenting on the budget at the March meeting.  

 

The business meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. and the awards and outreach sub-committees met 

until 9 o‟clock. Members split into their respective sub-committees with Mrs. Platt as „floater‟ 

between both. 
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Notes from the awards sub-committee meeting: 

 

Members who met included Joyce Resh, Becca Leggitt, Angela Lundy, Shanon Vella, Dianne 

DeVito, & Brian Alden. Ms. Resh briefly explained about Extra Mile & Buddy Awards to new 

members. The main topic focused on the flier that needed to be updated for distribution in early 

February and it was agreed that an electronic copy would be sent to members by Ms. Resh the 

following day for changes/corrections etc. Mrs. Taffera shared the idea of having the fliers read 

during morning announcements and Mrs. Platt said that she would address this with designees at 

their next meeting. Mrs. DeVito volunteered to retype any nomination letters that required this and 

it was also an idea to ask Shelly Vest (administrative assistant in Student Services) about calling 

schools in May to get the schedule for their end-of-year awards presentations/staff luncheons etc.  

 

Notes from the outreach sub-committee meeting: 

 

Members who met included Jenny Fain, Tara Taffera, Jeff Spinnanger, & Henk de Jager. The 

committee talked about how to gain participation in the VDOE parent survey. Mrs. Platt will check 

to see if a link is on the main school fusion site. Information will be added to fliers that go out to 

schools. The committee also discussed if the PRC could add the information & VDOE link to the 

signature line of their e-mail. PRC staff would also ask each visitor to the center if they took the 

survey and if not, give them the opportunity to use a computer there to complete it. There was also 

an idea about having a laptop available at SEAC meetings for parents to take the survey and Jen 

Lockwood would be asked to post the link on the SEPTA‟s Facebook page and to have a laptop at 

SEPTA meetings so people could complete the survey at that time. The committee then discussed 

open houses. They would initially identify one or two schools to attend where they would have 

SEAC brochures available. The goal would be to eventually target all the schools for the open 

house events. Lastly, the committee began discussion on social media. They liked the idea of a 

Facebook page and Mrs. Platt will check to see if the SEAC can start a page and if so, does it go 

dormant in July & August and who would monitor it. They also discussed that having a SEAC 

Facebook page would require clearly stated guidelines to ensure that people did not use it as a 

forum to air complaints and public comments would also not be included. It could however, 

advertise upcoming meetings and also be another place to post minutes. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Joyce Resh 

Secretary  

 

  


